
NCMC COVID Policies for the 2021-22 Academic Term
 
The following is a list of protocols related to COVID.  By registering, 
families are agreeing to follow all protocols documented here.  Failure 
to follow these protocols may result in missed, non-refundable 
lessons.
 
Proof of vaccination will be required of all faculty members teaching 
in-person at NCMC.
 
Proof of vaccination will be required upon registration for in-person 
instruction for all students age 12 and older, as well as all parents/
caregivers who accompany students to lessons/classes.  Proof of 
vaccination will also be required for in-person students under the age 
of 12 within two months of when the CDC approves the vaccine for 
their age group.
 
All teachers, staff members, students, parents and visitors to NCMC 
must be masked at all times while in the building to protect those who 
do not yet qualify for a vaccine.  Babies and toddlers under the age of 
2 will not be required to wear a mask.
 
The door at the main entrance to NCMC will remain locked even 
during hours of operation.  Upon arrival, visitors will ring the doorbell 
at the main entrance, where they will be greeted by a staff member 
who will ask a few brief safety questions, check temperatures with a 
contactless thermometer, sanitize hands, and log visitor names and 
contact information.  All visitors exhibiting any unexplained symptoms 
will be denied entry.
 
If anyone in a student's household has exhibited any common signs of 
COVID in the prior 15 days or has become aware of having had 
exposure to someone who tested positive for COVID, that student will 
need to get a PCR COVID test prior to returning to the Center and to 
contact NCMC immediately if they or any member of their household 
tests positive for COVID.



 
Despite NCMC’s best efforts to ensure safety, there is a certain 
degree of unavoidable risk when choosing to participate in music-
making and instruction with others in person, or simply entering 
NCMC’s building.  All visitors assume this risk and agree not to hold 
NCMC accountable for any exposure to COVID.
 
Private Lessons
NCMC will offer the option of either remote or in-person lessons 
beginning September 13, 2021.  Proof of vaccination against COVID 
will be required upon registration for all in-person lesson students and 
accompanying parents/caregivers who qualify for the vaccine 
according to CDC guidelines.  Younger children who are not yet CDC-
approved for the vaccine by the beginning of the academic term may 
begin in-person lessons with the understanding that proof of 
vaccination will be required by NCMC within eight weeks of 
announced CDC approval.  Regardless of vaccination status, masks 
will be required of everyone at all times while in the building, and 
proper social distancing guidelines will be enforced.
 
Special note for voice, woodwind and brass lessons:  Students and 
teachers of these disciplines may temporarily remove their mask while 
singing or playing their instrument.  However, the others in the room 
must be masked at that time and extra caution with social distancing 
guidelines will be taken.  These students should arrive prepared for 
outdoor lessons as an option when the weather allows.
 
Remote lessons will be offered to any private lesson students who 
prefer it.  Students who opt for in-person lessons do so with the 
understanding that remote instruction may be offered in place of in-
person lessons under the following conditions:

• The student or teacher is ill or symptomatic, but feels well 
enough for a lesson

• The student or teacher is travelling and does not want to forfeit 
the lesson

• NCMC is closed due to inclement weather and the student and 



teacher have internet access
• A resurgence of COVID mandates a temporary closing of the 

facility
 
Choral and Instrumental Ensemble Programs
All students registering for these programs must agree to in-person 
participation.  Proof of vaccination against COVID will be required 
upon registration for all in-person participants and accompanying 
parents/caregivers who qualify for the vaccine according to CDC 
guidelines.  Younger children who are not yet CDC-approved for the 
vaccine by the beginning of the academic term may begin these 
programs with the understanding that proof of vaccination will be 
required by NCMC within eight weeks of announced CDC approval.  
Regardless of vaccination status, masks will be required of everyone 
at all times while in the building, and proper social distancing 
guidelines will be enforced.
 
Suzuki Group Classes
Suzuki group classes are required by all students in the Suzuki 
Program.  Students are strongly encouraged to attend in person, but 
will be given the option of attending these classes remotely.  Proof of 
vaccination against COVID will be required upon registration for all in-
person participants and accompanying parents/caregivers who qualify 
for the vaccine according to CDC guidelines.  Younger children who 
are not yet CDC-approved for the vaccine by the beginning of the 
academic term may attend classes with the understanding that proof 
of vaccination will be required by NCMC within eight weeks of 
announced CDC approval.  Regardless of vaccination status, masks 
will be required of everyone at all times while in the building, and 
proper social distancing guidelines will be enforced.
 
Music Together Classes
Families registering for this program can choose between in-person 
and remote offerings.  For in-person classes, proof of vaccination 
against COVID will be required upon registration for all parents/
caregivers who will accompany their children for this program.  Young 



children who are not yet CDC-approved for the vaccine by the 
beginning of the academic term may attend classes with the 
understanding that proof of vaccination will be required by NCMC 
within eight weeks of announced CDC approval.  Instruments and 
other materials will be sanitized and will not be shared between 
families, masks will be required of all adults and children ages 2 and 
older, and proper social distancing guidelines will be enforced as 
much as possible.
 
Future Considerations
NCMC will continue to follow recommended guidelines from the CDC, 
as well as state and local authorities, and will loosen or tighten 
restrictions as deemed appropriate.  All participants will be expected 
to pivot to remote learning if necessary, and no withdrawals or refunds 
will be granted as a result.  NCMC will send important notifications to 
its student body by email, so it is important that no registered families 
unsubscribe from NCMC’s email list.  If you are unsure if you have 
already unsubscribed, please add yourself again by clicking the link on 
the registration form.


